
Macquarie Regional Library (MRL)

• A regional partnership between Dubbo Regional Council, 
Warrumbungle Shire Council and Narromine Shire Council

• Cost-effective library services through economies of scale 
and purchasing power

• Regional status enhances grant applications and facilitates 
joint training programs

• Expanded regional collections for broader community use 

• Share professional staff and knowledge
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MRL Member Councils



• The member councils’ annual contribution rate of a 3% increase on the previous year (2021/2022) 

is not sustainable to maintain existing service levels

• Historically, contributions rates have changed over the years, e.g., 9% contribution (2014-2017)

• Changing contribution rates create a divergence in contribution equity over time

• Population trends reflect Dubbo LGA increasing population and Warrumbungle and Narromine 

Shires decreasing populations

• Operational costs continue to rise, e.g., courier costs (30%), software/hardware licences, online 

database and subscription services, technology, Workers Compensation

MRL Budget 2022-2023 



Source: State Library of NSW (2020) Standards and Guidelines for NSW Public Libraries 2020

NSW Benchmarks for Public Libraries



Libraries are more than just stores of 
books and knowledge. They are the 
cornerstone of neighbourhoods and 
communities’. Tanner Colby
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